
FAQs (updated January 2026) 
 
Does the program offer part-time enrolment? 
At this time, the program does not. 
 
Does the program offer a master's degree? 
At this time, the program does not. 
 
What is the acceptance rate? 
The rate of acceptance is usually between 10% and 15%, but varies from year to year. 
 
Can I bring my own funding? 
Yes. However, this will not impact on admissions decisions. All accepted students are 
offered funding packages. 
 
I am interested in art and architectural history, but my degree is in a different subject. 
Can I still apply? 
Yes. Regardless of degree or major, a strong interest in art or architectural history, ability in 
critical thinking and independent research in the humanities, the identification of a specific 
area of focus, and a research topic that can be advised by a faculty member, as 
demonstrated in application materials, are important. Prospective Mediterranean Art & 
Archaeology students should look here for specific details about that program. 
 
Can I apply master's degree coursework toward my doctoral degree in your program? 
No. 
 
Do I have to learn a foreign language? 
All students must be able to conduct primary source research in original languages. 
Students will need to pass exams or otherwise demonstrate reading knowledge in one or 
more languages, selected in consultation with their advisor. 
 
How is the program structured? 
During the first two years, all students, regardless of previous degrees, take graduate 
seminars and independent studies. In the spring of their second year, students take 
comprehensive exams. In their third year, students participate in a special seminar in 
which they write their dissertation prospectus. Once the prospectus is approved, students 
spend the rest of their time researching and writing their dissertation, giving a dissertation 
presentation in their fifth year. 
 
How long do students take to finish their degrees? 
Many students take six or seven years.  
 
 
 

https://art.as.virginia.edu/program-mediterranean-art-archaeology


What are the teaching responsibilities of students in the program? 
Every student's funding packing requires them to work as Teaching Assistants for eight 
semesters. However, funding from fellowships and grants, and other university-approved 
research assistantships or training, may substitute for one or more semesters of teaching. 
 
What are other responsibilities of graduate students? And other activities? 
Students are part of the department's intellectual life and are asked to attend departmental 
lecture series and related seminars, join and direct the student group (AHGA), help 
organize student-led symposia, and otherwise participate in events. As members of the 
university community, students may also join in governing bodies, advocacy and interest 
groups, programs for academic and professional development with PhD Plus and 
elsewhere, and any other activities they choose. In the recent past, students have earned 
certificates in the Digital Humanities and Medieval Studies, and have interned with the 
Institute Humanities and Global Cultures. 
 
I would like to know more!  
The 2025-26 ARAH Graduate Student Handbook is available for download here. 
 

 

 

 
 

https://art.as.virginia.edu/lindner-lecture-series
https://art.as.virginia.edu/lindner-lecture-series
https://art.as.virginia.edu/art-history-graduate-association
https://gradstudies.virginia.edu/graduate-and-professional-council
https://phdplus.virginia.edu/
https://dh.virginia.edu/graduate-certificate-program-digital-humanities
https://medievalstudies.as.virginia.edu/graduate
https://ihgc.as.virginia.edu/
https://art.as.virginia.edu/sites/art.as.virginia.edu/files/2025-08/ARAH_Handbook_2025-26.pdf

